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A Journey Down Surplus
Half-House

Street: The
pAR T VII

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

This week in our scrics we

continue (o explore the archi-

teeture of the Cape Cod by vis-

iting onc of  Duxbury’s last

g ‘;f}ﬂ remaining
LTI
sil

W.;_LE hall” houses.

Such houses are
rarc to find since
most owners cx-
panded them into full Cape
Cods to address their needs for
additional space. Now as we
journcy down Surplus Street,
we come to a beautiful example
ol a hall Cape - The John Picree
House. I consider this pristine
whitc Cape a gem not only as a
testimony of this almost extinct
architectural style, but also for
its tics Lo the railroad system,
the Delano family, and

Duxbury's last living World
War [ veleran, who cherished
her half Cape on Surplus Street.
A pathway can cross over more
than just brooks and railroad
track. It can span centuries of
local history and lorc, which
once revealed can leave a last-
ing impression on both re-
scarcher and reader.

continued on page 19

¢




e o A R e L T e A L et AR e 2 e e et it L T e R et i R s i e

SR e RESTAD

o T
et g

Y B

- ikl

Wednesday, July 11, 2001
b

streets & Byl wys

Duxbury Glipper

4

7

19

continued from page one

The John Pierce House
205 Surplus Streel
There is some speculation
surrounding why hall houses
were built in the early days.

houses were often built for un-
married duughters as dowry
colluges. It was one way (0
appexl tou potential suitor who
would gel not only a wife but
also o house in the process.
But, il the girl were unlucky
in romance, she might continue
1o live in her hall house in mod-
est independence,” noted uu-
thor Doris Doane.

Still others believe half
houses were popular with
newly married couples who
could alford 1w purchase lund,
and build only o modest house,
The hatlf house provided an ar-
chitectural style that wis eusy
1o add on o in the Tuture, ex-
panding the house into a Tull
Cape withont destroying: s
roul Tines ad carrent spaees,

A hall house is built with
two windows to the side of the
front door. As with three-guar-
ter and full Capes, the hall
Nouse abso maintained s lrge
chimney, which was located
opposite the front dovrway, and
ruse through the ridgeline of the
roof,

Half houses which never
became full Capes were some-
“times called “sad houses™ be-
cuuse ils owners either had no
children to require a second hall
or no money to build u second
half, said former Town Histo-
rian Dorothy Wentworth. Inthe
case of the John Pierce house,
itappears the first reason is why

Sume researchers believe hull

it never became a full Cape;
only one family in all the own-
ers ol this house had a child
grow up here, “1 know of no
other house in Duxbury with
that sad distinction,” suid
Wentworth.

The story ol this hull house
beging in 1834 when John
Picree purchased a small par-
cel of improved land from John
Delano who owned u large tract
of furmland on Surplus Street.
Improved lund is a description
used in deeds to describe
cleared land, which had been
previously used, such us a pas-
ture, Pierce’s small lot abutted
the expansive lands of John
Deluno's farm on one side and
the other bordered the roud now
known as Surplus Street.

Pierce was a yeoman, or

farmer us we call them today,

who was already married and
had o two-year ald daughter,
Elizabeth, when he purchused
the land, His wife, Debaorih,
v birth the Tollowing year (o
Leandery hinwever, the conple
had sold their new house only
twenty days belore his birth. It
is unknown why or where the
Pierce family moved to, but
they left behind a quaint hall
Cupe.

The layout of the half house
includes a keeping room,
borning room and {ront parlor,
and sometimes a buttery, When
John Pierce built his house, he
kept to the typical layout. On
the first Moor, there was a front
parlor, a keeping room
(kitchen) which was located at
the back end of the house, and
u first MNoor bedroom, known as
the borning room.

Typically, a hall house was

a one story structure, however
in the Pieree house there was o
firepluce on the second floor
which might indicate this aren
was finished off for sleeping
quirters. “Very vften several
generations ol children slepton

World War | army nurse Gladys
Reynolds Dwyer in 1918.

Phestor courtesy of Eleanor Prince

pallets in an unfinished area
under the eaves, the low raflers
and warm chimney bricks mak-
ing it comfortable until the
night winds crept in to chill it,”
snid Wentwaorth,

The stairwell is located di-
rectly opposite the front door
and has the usual pitch found

1a Amariean | aninn danrae

Eleanor Prince holding up her Aunt G

ladys’ black lace dress she wore

in such houses, It arrives at a
landing before u step into the
upstairs bedroom. It appears
there may have been at one time
“Good Morning Stairs,” which
led to two sleeping quarters,
one opposite the other off the
stairwell landing. “These stairs
were aptly called “Good Morn-
ing Stairs,"” lor when the occu-
pants of the bedrooms arose
cuch duy they fuced each other
and could say “Good moming”
before descending to the first
MNoor,” noted Doane.

Along with his sturdy small
house, John Pierce also sold
additional buildings. In the
deed transler, he describes the
property as a “homesteud
Farm.”™ Itis diflicult to imagine
his piece of land, only /5 of
an acre, capable of containing
a house, barn, and pasture, und
all the more puzzling that
Pierce received $500 for his
property.  While this amount
seems like a pittance today,
such a selling price would have
been considered very high for
any property during 1835, “A
lurge cape cottage built near the
shore at the same time cost un-
der $600, which leaves one
wondering how this half house
on a side lane brought such a

i b LR s alpd ™
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A Journey Down Surplus Street: The Half House

perhaps a statement of the fine
workmunship and condition of
the property.

The man who purchused the
property for such a substantial
amount was Marston Sampson,
Interestingly, he was not mir-
ried when he bought the hall
house, Single men typically
purchased a house in conjune-
tion with an imminent mar-
riage; however, there was no
known pending nuptial in the
case of Marston Sampson. In
fuct, Sumpson only owned the
house for 3 172 years, selling it
for $650 in 1839, a year and
half before his marriage to
Lucy Simmons of Duxbury.

I is possible Sampson only
purchused the property as an in-
vestment. From a later deed he

i 4 F
1:

Lieutenant Frank Dwyer, 1'I I-
fantry from Mass. World War |
photos laken In 1918.

Photo courtesy of Eleanor Prince

is described as a “gentleman’™
ruther than the yeoman, which
he was listed as in 1835,
Sampson apparently became a
successful businessman, pur-
chasing other property and add-
ing to his wealth,

A mariner named Aaron
Chandler purchased the half
Cape from Sampson [or his

1 wile Abigail Weston and their

six-month old son Jesse, most
likely to reside in while he was
away lor long stretehes of time
at sea, It is unknown exuctly
how long the Chandler family
resided in the Cape. Tax docu-
ments reveal an Alden Delano,
who was u shoemaker, paying
poll and personal tuxes in this
district,-and two years before
purchasing the house, he was
paying the real estate tux on it.
This information along with the
fact that Aaron Chandler disap-
pears from the poll tax list but
continues to pay real estate tax,
ntabeys the rexearcher helieve

that Alden Delano and his fum-
ily rented the hall Cape on Sur-
plus Street for many years,

When Alden Delano pur-
chased the house in November
ol 1866, he puid only $400 Ior
it, which could reflect the gen-
eral depression afler the Civil
War, The transaction also
marked the return ol the prop-
erty back to the original Delano
fumily who had once owned the
land.  Alden Delano was o
cousin ol Juhn Delano

It was Alden Deluno’s son,
George, who would be the only
child to grow up in the house,
The Delanos had been raising
George, who was adopted [rom
Abington, lor many years in the
house,

His father, Alden Deluno,
spent the remainder of his lile
ut this hall house, which he left
to his son George when he died
in 1892, His mother continued
to live in the house with her son
until her death sometime before
(EULT

Cheorpe el wis Hie Tiest
owner o be connected 1o the
railroud, then called the
Duxbury and Cohasset Ruil
Road. Its trucks pussed on the
west horder of his property, so
close to the house that the win-
dows must have rattled as the
train slowed down [or the Sur-
plus Street crossing.

The Duxbury and Cohusset
Railroad was completed in
1871, and took 8 months (o
build, “but the roadbed sagged
50 badly in swampy areas that
passengers had to disembark
and then reboard further on,
where the ground was firmer,”
noted Joan Schlueter in the
Duxbury Book.

The railround system contin-
ved in Duxbury until 1939, It
had been a major fuctor in re-
juvenating the local economy
as it brought the summer people
to the town. Businesses cater-
ing to the summer residents and
vacationers flourished, along
with property values, In addi-
tion, the ruilroud provided em-
ployment, creating new jobs for
the local people, including
George Delano.

George became a flagman
for the Surplus Street crossing.
“There was a small crossing
tender's house ucross the streel
but he could hardly have
needed it 50 close was his own
home.” said Wentworth, He
was kept [airly busy with more
than 12 trains passing a day
through the Surplus Strect
crossing.

“"Romance came late to
George Alden Delano and it
came down the very tracks that
carried the trains he Magged,”
noted Wentworth.  Annie
Brown was a housekeeper for
one of the summer residents,
Mrx. Jane Anderson, who pur-
chased the Bradford House on
Harrison Street in 1894, Brown
was an Irish immigrant origi-

. continued on next page. . .-



creets 4 Bywea y5

Duxhury @lipper

%7

Wednesday, July 11, 2001

continued from prévious page

nally from Landonerry in North
Ireland, There was little Tor o
girl o do in Duxbury after the
duy's work was over, 5o Annie
walked the tracks into o new
lile,” added Wentworth.

Dwyer's nursing cap.
Plter by Delroru Keniz

Annie, however, was hardly
a girl when she met George
Delano. She was 31 years old
and he was 45 years,  Their
“courtship™ continued euch
sunnmer until 1905 when the
Anderson [amily sold their
house in Dugbury and relocated
to upper state New York. Per-
haps this event was the catalyst

for Delano 1o make his move,
Tor the hachelor now 56 years
olil, asked the fovely Annie for
Jier hand in marriage, and she,
now 46 years old, aceepted and
moved into the il Cupe.

[t had been many years since
the house had o woman’s touch,
and so it is not surprising that
Annie Brown Delano pro-
cewdedto update the Cape Cod,
This marked the lirst major
changes to the house since John
Pierce had built it in 1834,
Annie had a new ell kitchen
adided (o the rear of the house
where she udded a soapstone
sink and pump, and new stove,
uncommon in modest homes.
The flirst several owners had
relied on the fireplace brick
oven lor cooking and had to
carry their water supply froma
well vut in the yurd,

For the next six years the
newlyweds lived in the Surplus
Street hall-house. Then in Feh-
ruary 1912, George passed
away, leaving Annie the sole
inheritor of the property, now
appraised at $1030.

Annie Delano continued liv-
ing in the John Pierce half
house, "aided by an exemption
in taxes that greatly reduced her
expenses.” She soon took ona
boarder to provide needed in-
come and to help with the main-
tenance of the propeny. George
W. Cobbett hecame Annic
Delano’s first and last bourder
— 50 sulisfuctory an arrange-
ment that in 1916 they married,

Cohbett owned it lot across
the street from the Juhn Pierce

house where he kept a stable
and two horses. In 1920 he pur-
chised from the Old Colony
Ruil Compiny a1 karge ot which
had been part of John Deluno’s
land, as well as u wood lot off
West Streetin 1927, “1remem-
her George Cobbett running a
trush disposal business in
town,” remarked Eleanor
Prince, the current owner.

Cobbet would be the sec-
ond person Lo make additions
1o the John Pierce propenty. In
1922, he udded a two-car gi-
rage and shop, including a lin-
ished room in the rear with a
cellar, *This very comfortuble
room is hard to uccount for un-
til one learns abowt Mr. Cobbett
himself,” explained
Wentworth, The large white
plaster walled wom served the
needs of Cabbett and his nmany
‘jovial® buddies, *“There he en-
tertained with hard cider and a
friendly game.”

Once again, Annie outlived
her husband who passed on in
1943, leaving her with a sub-
stantial amount of property in
addition to her house, She was
now 80 years old, and not as
sble to maintain the half-house.
She decided to sell it to Gladys
Reynolds Dwyer, a woman she
had known as a child in the
Surplus Street neighborhood.
“Annic fell in love with Aunt
Gladys, who could charm any-
one,” noted Prince, the niece of
Gladys Dwyer.

Tronically, this sale to
Gludys Reynolds Dwyer in
1945 also marked the return of
the property to a direct descen-
dant ‘of John Delano who had
originally sold the land to John
Pierce for him to build his half-
house. Gladys was not a
stranger to Surplus Street. She
had grown up only a short dis-
tance away [rom the John
Pierce house on her family’s
homestead, the  Delano/
Reynolds' farm.

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer
was born January 5, 1895 in the
borning room of her family’s
farmhouse. She was Harvey
and Corat (Deluno) Reynolds 3
child of their 13 children.
Gladys was a speciul girl who
always knew she wanted (o be-
come 1 nurse, She attended
Partridge Academy in Duxbury
and then graduated from St
Vincent School of Nursing in
Worcester in 1917, “She was
determined to show Duxbury
that she could amount to some-
thing, since she had been teased
50 much growing up because
she had such a large family,”
noted Prince.

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer did
show Duxbury her strength and
courage. In November of 1917,
she signed up with the army
along with her nursing Tricnds
without informing her family.
On Christmus Eve of 1917, she
received the official telegram
assigning her (o the Walter
Reed Generul Hospital in

Washington, Gladys was a bit
disappointed since she had
originally signed on lor over-
seus duty, but she eventually
gol her wislhi in February of
1918 us she boarded the troop
ship to Europe with |7 other
nurses, “There wis no lurning
buck then. 1 don't think unyone
would have, though. We just
prayed we'd have the courage,”
said Gladys in an interview
with Judith Montminy for the
Duxbury Clipperin 1985,

Her trip to Liverpool took
14 days, “There were two ships
going over, and they were told
that if vne got torpedoed or
sank, they were not to stop to
save the other ship but to con-
tinue on. Luckily they mude
it,” recalled Prince. Gladys
became so seasick on her way
1o the frontlines she didn'thave
time to worry about whit she
would soon fuee, added Prince.

After Gladys’ initial training
in Liverpool, she was sent to
France where she served close
to the front lines, The nurses’
barracks were freezing cold,
with the only heat source com-
ing from a small potbelly wood
stove. “Gladys and the other
nurses would walk the rilroad
tracks und pick up coal 1o heat
their barracks,” noted Prince.

They also named the rats
that lived in the burracks alter

) ol
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Hand-carved clothespins found in
the walls during a renovation.

Phaster by Debora Katz

their officers. One day Gladys
forgot to take her nursing cup
with her, when she returned to
her burracks, she found.it Tull
of holes- the rats had eaten
through it. “Aunt Gladys saved
that cap as reminder of her
stay,” noted Prince. These
women, whose sole job was (o
help the soldiers return to the
front lines as soon as possible,
remuined [riends for many
years after the war,

Giladys never spoke of the
atrocities she witnessed during
the war. “I don't want to talk
about the gruesome things. You
try to forget them, but of course
you neyer can. There’s been
too many wars since then...old
men make wars,” she said to
Montminy.

There were some happy
moments for Gladys during the
war. She took her lirstairplane
Night with Eddie Rickenbacher,
one of the top flying aces of
World War 1. "He was show-
ing ofl for her, doing loops and
loops when she got sick all over

A Journey Down Surplus Street: The Half House

One of Duxbury's few remaining half house ~ John Pierce House

Phuter by Debora Karz

the inside of his plane,” laughed
Prince.

Gladys' also met the love of
her life, Frank Dwyer, during
the war, He was the 2% Lieu-
tenant of the 104th Infantry
from Massachusetts, and was
wounded during fighting on the
front lines in France. She
nursed him back, and the two
fell in love. “They had to keep
their courtship quiet because it
was against the rules for offic-
ers to date nurses,” noted
Prince. ' .

The couple returned from
the war 1o live in New York,
where Gladys worked s o pri-
yaté nurse lor the next thirty-
two years. They decided to
retire in Duxbury in the half
house on Surplus Street.
Gladys would modernize the
house, while keeping all the
original rooms in tact. She
would add u new kitchen ell in
the rear, transforming the one
Annichad'ndded in1905intoa
family room. Gladys alse
added fine details to the house,
such as a built in china cabiriet.

In 1963, Frank Dwyer
passed away, leaving Gladys'
the sole owner and occupant of
the house. The couple never
had ¢hildren of their own, but
with such alarge extended fam-
ily there were many nicees and
nephews to keep her company.
Eleanor Prince often visited her
Aunt Gladys, who was so fond
of her niece: During u recent
visit to the John Pierce House,
Elearior pointed out a child's
wooden chair belonging to her
mother, Ella. Sitting in it is a
very old Patsy Doll with evi-
dence of a young girl's use, but
still very much in tact. "My
Aunt Gladys sent that doll to
me when I was seven...the
mailman actually hand deliv-
cred it 1o me on Christmas
Day...you cun image what thi
doll meunt to me," remurked
Prince.

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer
was known in Duxbury for her
role ut the American Legion

Post 223, where she held the
office of assistant chaplain,
“She participated in all the Post
services and activities...she
loved the social gatherings, no
matter what the cause,” noted
one Legion member,

In 1988, Gladys was hon-
ored by the Republic of France
for her service in World War L.
Her name was on the Duxbury
Roll of Honor published by the
Liberty Loan Committee- there
were 69 men listed and onc
Army nurse, Gladys Reynolds
Dwyer.

On April 2, 1992, Duxhury’s
lust Tiving World War | veteran,
Gladys Reynolds Dwyer,
passed away al the age of 97
years old. She lelt the John
Pierce house to her niece
Eleanor Prince. “Its not my
house, Tcall it Aunt Gladys® and
my house, I'm the care tuker,”
noted Prince,

Since then, Eleanor Prince
has maintained the house with
such care und devolion.
Framed old photos of the
Delano/Reynolds family adorn
the walls, and Aunt Gladys’
hats are on display in several
roboms, along with her nursing
cap which rests on a silver hat
stund ona family dresser. From
another room, Eleanor brings
oul a beautilful detailed black
luce dress her Aunt Gladys
wore to every American Legion
dance. Two hand- carved
clothes pins found in the wulls
during renovations are also or;
display as a reminder of the
Cupe’s earlier days. Eleanor
Prince is no longer just the care-
takerof Aunt Gladys' Cape and
Duxbury’s few remaining half
houses, she has become the cu-
rator of its many treasures.

Next week in this series, we
will explore the history behind
the Delano Farm and early
farming in New England as we
Jonrney down one of Duxbury's
oldest puthways.
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J@urney Down Surplus Streft ey

The Delano Farm

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

Last week in this series, we visited one of
Duxbury’s few remaining half houses built on
improved land which was once part of a much

4 larger farm owned by John'
j&zk Delano. He was a direct de-
; - scendent of Jonathan Delano

g who came to the Surplus Strect arca
il around 1701 and established the
- | Delano farm. Over the next two and half cen- 3
“| turies, his large tract of land on both the north | ©" More than_!ust cow pastures‘and orchards. It
and south sides of Surplus Street would pass | S touch the lives of those that tilled its surround-
through many Delano family members, and nu- | 118 S0il, and meet the needs of many while shap-
merous divisions of land and exchanges of ing the history of both the town and country.

- Jjouse lots would occur.” A pathway can border " continued on page 26
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1833 map showing Delano Farms
Conrtesy of David Corey
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conlinued from page one

The Delano Farm
135, 153, 184
Surplus Streel

When Elcanor Prince was a
teenager her grandparents,
Harvey Reynolds and Cora
Delano Reynolds, celebrated
their 50" wedding anniversary
at the family's homestead at
184 Surplus Street, 1t was the
year 1940, and their eleven sur-
viving children were present Lo
honor their parents.

Cora Delano Reynolds was
born and raised on Surplus
Strect. This was her farm, her
homeland, where she had given
birth to twelve of her thirteen
children in the small borning
room off the kitchen, Cora,
hersell, was born on the farm
back in 1867. Her father, John
Delano Jr., a fisherman and
furmer, was also born here, as
was her grandfather and other
Delano relatives.

Cora met her future hus-
band on the train, which passed
through the arca more than
twelve times a day. She, like
most young women of
Duxbury, enjoyed shopping in
down town Plymouth and
would take the train there regu-
larly. Harvey Reynolds was the
conductor who fell in love with
the young and beautiful Cora
Delano from Surplus Streel.
For Cora, the feeling was mu-
tual. Her parents, John Delane
and Mary Swifl Delano, were
not as pleased with her choice
of a train conductor for a hus-
band, but Harvey Reynolds
proved to be a devoted hus-
band, loving father and indus-
trious man,

Harvey and Cora scitled on
the Delano [arm where they
would raise a very large fam-
ily.  Their son, Harvey J.
Reynolds, Jr., was born in 1900
followed by Mary, Gladys,
Darius, Austin, Ella, Leslie,
Francis, Cora, Lila, and Robert
who was the only child notborn
at the farm but at Jordan Hos-
pital.  Cora and Harvey
Reynolds had two other chil-
dren who did not survive-John
B. who was three yeurs old
when he died of shock follow-
ing scalds, and Beatrice M. who
passed away in Augustof 1908
at the age of three months.
“They couldn't get her formula
right,” noted Prince.

Journey Down Surplus Street: Part VIII
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(From left to right, al top row): Harvey, Ella, Gladys, Mary,
Darius, Harvey Reynolds, Cora Delano Reynolds, Leslie and Roberl sealed in Ironl,

Harvey and Cora's 50" wedding anniversary In 1940.

Lila, Cora and Austin. (nexl row) Francis,

Pholo laken on

ot comitesy of Eleanor Prince

Gladys Reynolds Dwyer grew up
on the Delano/Reynolds farm and
served as an Army nurse during
World War I

Phaster comirtesy of Eleamor Prinee

Life on the farm was very
busy For the family, including
the children. Gladys Reynolds
Dwyer described her childhood
rouline as going to school and
returning home to do the chores

on the farm. Houschold dutics
and farm work was usually di-
vided up among the children
based on their age and ability.
The girls would ofien have the
house chores such as making
beds, mending clothes and
cooking. On the Delano farm,
Mary Reynolds made all the
family's clothing, no small task
for a family of thirteen. The
boys would be in charge of
gathering wood for the hearths,
antl taking care of the Farm ani-
mals such as horses, cows and
pigs.

“Horses were a heavy chore,
with weekly grooming and stall
cleaning, and wagons and har-
nesses to be kept in condition,”
noted the Reverend Robert E.

1

!
1
|
o
i
|

Merry in the Duxhury Book. As
a teenager, Merry recalled his
chore of chopping kindling lor
the kitchen stove as the 5:30
commuter train from Boston
rolled through town. “A cloud
of steam would hang above it
as it passed the John Alden
House and crossed the meadow
and the Blucfish River marsh”
headed for Duxbury Station.

Although Reynolds worked
as the train conductor, he
supplemented his income by
growing vegetubles and selling
them to Duxbury’s summer
residents. His daughter Gladys.
who became an army nurse in
World War I, recalled helping
her father deliver his vegelables
when she was a young girl. His
vegetable business was a reflec-
tion of the general economy
and times. As the population in
America continued to rise, SO
too did the number of vegetable
gmwcrs.

In addition, small fruit was
sold along side the fresh veg-
etables. “Immense quantities of
apples, especially those from
minor orchards on general
farms, went into eider and vin-
egar, or Lo canneries ind evipu-
rutors who prepared dricd
apples for the hotel und grocery
trade,” sanid author Howard 5.
Russell in his book “A Long,
Deep Furrow: Three centurics
of Farming in New England.”
The older children and women
of the farm still sliced and dricd
apples in the kitchen on hang-
ing strings around the fire. “A
tedious job," noted Russell.

The Delano/Reynolds farm
also included a large orchard,
A photo taken in the carly years
of Cora and Harvey's marringe
shows the couple sitting with
several of their young children,
a baby on Cora's lap, in the
fumily orchard, *This picture

was the second one taken...a
cow had wondered into the or-
chard behind the family...and
so Cora demanded the family
gel buck into their Sunday
clothes and retake the photo-
minus the cow,” laughed
Prince.

In the carly decades of the

John Delano inherited his family's
farm on Surplus Sireet
Phata by Debora Karz

1900s, a disproportionate
amount of farm work fell 1o the
women of the homestcads.
Often the farm wife added-ad-
ditional work to her already
heavy responsibilifies in an el-
Tort 1o rise necded income dur-

ing tough thnes, She might in-
crease the Tarm ponliry risiog
or butter making eifors, or do

additionul canning in
o sell to winter markets.

in the efTort to find i livelihood.
the Farm advertised for summer
visitors, as many did, she wiled
through the ot months Lo serve
them fresh biscuits and straw-
herry shorteake, while she
coped with the mountains of
washing,” suid Russell.

Cora Delano must have kept
very busy with the house and
farm tasks along with raising
eleven children, She, like so
many women of her time, was
greatly helped by u few “mod-
ern” conveniences. The iron
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cook stove replaced the fire-
place und brick oven, and
proved to be a far better way to
prepare the family’s meuls and
heat the kitchen during the cold
winter months. The ice chest
wats dlso introduced ot this time,
“ulien kept cold by ice from a
pondon the farm,” suid Russell
In addition, the mvention of
meachinery Tor laying sl har-
vesting considerably reduced
the number of needed lihorers,
which the Tarm wile olten had
1o feed,

For ull these modern inven-
tions, however, one [actor in the
lirst three decades of the 1900s
ofTset the farm wile's lighter
load. A new trend was seen in
which farmers’ daughters be-
gun 1o leave the homestead.
The daughters ofien sought in-
dependence from their families.
As one woman noted 1o the
Vermont Board of Agriculture
in 1896, to expluin this new
phenomenon: “il she has'a let-
ter to mail she doesn™t have 1o

The Delano Farm

Wellesley. Eleanor Prince's
mother, Ella, went to N.Y,
where she became u buby
nurse, returning luter o Ply-
mouth with the Stern lumily o
care for their buby.

Gladys also sought indepen-
dence but in a different way
thun her sisters,  She went 10
sty with her sister Cora and
attend nursing schoaol ut the St
Vincent School of Nursing,
Liter joining the army and re-
questing overseas duty in
World War I,

There were other Delano
fumily members living on the
Tand that was originally part of
Jonathan Delano's exlensive
farm along Surplus Street, In
1795, Ebenezer Delano, the son
of Jonuthan, guve his son
Luther one acre and a house
now 135 Surplus Streel (sce
photo). Luther was married to
Irene Sumpson, the daughter of
Amos Sumpson. Unfortu-
nately, Irene gave birth to only
one son who was a stillborn,
They lived in this hall cape un-

135 Surplus Street where Luther and Irene Sampson Delano resided from 1785-1811.
Photo circa 1900. Coartesy of David and Kuiliy Pyle

Reynolds family.

Pl by Shelly Babin

ask Pa for two cents, and she
doesn't want 10 be obliged w
tease for a new dress, hat, or
shoes.”

The Reynolds' daughters
also sought their independence
al o young age. By the time
they were ubout 14 years old,
they left the larmhouse to work
far several Duxbury summer
residents. Anarmungement was
made between the employing.
Family and Cora und Harvey
Reynolds in which their diangh-
tew wouhd feswe with the G-
ily inthe fall w care for the chil-
drenin exchange lor room and
board, and most importantly,
eraduation from a local high
school, noted Prince. One
daughter, Cora Reynolds
worked for a summer resident
Trom Woreester and went 1o live
there, eventually meeting her
future husband and settling in
the area. Her sister Lila wenl (o
work for a family (rom

til Luther died in 1811, and the
house along with o 1/4 acre
went to ihe town which Luther
had deeded to in 1809, presum-
ably for buck tuxes owed, Ac-
cording to the Town Meeting
Warrant, the town voled 1o have
the selectmen sell the propenty
by public sule. lrene went to
live in the Almshouse, located
on Depat Street, just down the
road from her former home-
stead,

Nathaniel Delano Ir. resided
in e Totse that is currently (he
Cape Cond dwelling s 153 Sur-
plus Street, (See photo) From
map research, we know his son
Hiram, a blacksmith, later lived
in the house with his wile
Betsey Holmes Deluano and
their five children. Eventually
the property passed on to their
son, Hiram Thomas, and re-
mauined in the Delano Tamily
until almost 1920,

By 1900, furmers made up
38 percent of the work force in

the United Stales, down from
the 69 percent of furm labor in
1840 when John Delano Ir.,
Glady's grandfather, tilled this
soil. That same year he pur-
chased from his father for $500,
the homestead farm, outhuild-
ings, two wood lots, und a par-
cel of English meudow.

He was the son ol John
Deluno and Sally Sumpson
Delano, and was already mar-
ried 10 Mary Swilt and raising
hix own Gaimily here on Surplus
Street when he took over the
larm,

Historically, the period be-
tween 1825 and 1860, when
John Delano, Jr. worked the
farm, was o healthy, il not pros-
perous period lor New Englund
farmers. The four ingredients
responsible for this farming
success story were o surge in
transportation expansion; con-
siderable advances in educa-
tion; the use of improved cquip-
ment, and the smazing growth
of both industry and populia-
Lidny.

In 1840, the country's
population was over 17 million
compared to 5 million in 1800
when John Deluno Jr's father
worked the Tamily farm. The
railroad xystems provided a
new means for transporting
goods, and ulong with the rapid
increase in industry, greatly
impacted the farming business.
One Mussachusells gazetle
writer in 1846 noted how hard
the farmers were working to
meet the demands in [actory
villuges for their produce.

It is imponant to note the
two wood lots John Jr. received
Tronn his Gather, As with vep-
clables, pouliry, epgs wnd beel,
wood wus another sought after
commodity. By 1848, thou-
sands upon thousands of cords
ol wood were used to power the
locomotives, and many more

millions of cords were depleted

builders up and down the coast
of New England paid cash for
oak and hard pine knees. A
fanmer could expect to receive
a hefty 50 dollars for a fine pas-
ture of oak, and still be left with
all the branches for his own
needs. However, us Henry
Duvid Thoreau once com-
mented, “some farmers were
not Lo be persuaded to part with

Point areas. “Neighbors and
friends would go into his barn
and help themselves to the
eggs; there was a box to drop
the money into and it was all
done on the honor system. It
cost 25 cents for o dozen of
epgs, und you were expected to
bring back the empty box," re-
called Jeanne Clark, a long-
time Surplus Street resident.

153 Surplus Street was once part of the Delano farm where Nathaniel

Delano reslded in the early 1800s.

Photo conrtesy of Don Foster

a fine pasture of oak for mere
money.”

In 1950, after Cora and
Harvey Reynolds passed away,
their son Harvey Jr. became the
owner of the homestead and
farm, at 184 Surplus Street, af-
ter he bought out his siblings’
shares in the property. He de-
cided to change the farm over
into o poultry farm noted
Prince. He brought his kggs o
Brockton, and alsasold them in
the Standish Shore s Panwder

Today, the Deluno/Reynulds
farm is remembered through
the historical buildings lefi be-
hind, the few surviving trees
that were once part of a large
orchard, and two newer paths
called Reynolds Way and
Christmas Tree Way,

Next in our series, we will
visit two historical houses and
learn about the Westons whose
livelihood depended on the sea
ax we jonrney dowa Sueplos
Ntrvet.

Simon Hill

Antiques

for domestic purposes. “Boston
wlone bought 120,000 cords in
1825, ane sixth from neurby
farms, the rest by sea from
Muine,” noted Russell. Ship-

Amirg]tcf:ﬁ Collectibles

rniture

453 WASHINGTON ST.

781-934-2228




